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An Accompt of a Book. 

The Planters Manual: Being Inftru&ions/or the Railing, Plant” 
ing and Cultivating all forts of Fruit-Trees ■, whether Stone- 
fruits, or Pepin-fruits, with their Natures and Seafons ; 
-i/eryufeful for fuch a* are curious in Planting and Grafting. 
Bp Charles Cotton Efquire , in 8©, London .1 675. 

C T 7E are concerned to take [fecial notice of this Curious Trea- 
VV tife; it being pub’iiftied exprefly for ike pub lick, ufeful- 
nefs, to advance the noble Work of railing the rnoft delicious 
Orchard-fruit and Garden-fuit, which goes cn fo pTofperouflv in 
England ; fo much for the honour of this Nat ion : The moft love¬ 
ly and nioft pleafant part of Agriculture beaming the Infpeftion 
of Gentlemen, and the moft innocent Recreation of Princes and 
Nobles. We have, indeed, two excellent Translations out of 
French, the French Gardiner , which hath much for Olitory 
Plants, and the Sieur Le Gendre , which is proper for Wall- 
fruit, both which I have formerly mentioned. Thefe two were 
the firft and belt experienced Mailers of noble Orchards and Gar¬ 
dens in France, and their elegant and accurate Translations have 
done much good in England. And this oor Judicious Author is, 
I think, the firfl: that may iuftlybe called an Englifh Author of 
fruitful Gardens. For he accommodates all his Infractions to 
this Climate for the fair eft Orchards of delicate fruit ('which is 
his proper Argument :) and for the befl ordering of fuch tender 
fruit as require Walling ; and for the choice and right ordering ok 
fuch fruit, as agrees befl for Contrefpalliers , or Hedge-rows over 
againft the wal.ed fruit, That there may be pleasant Walks or jll- 
leys betwixt both thofe rows: And for Dwarf trees and Shrubs ; 
of which he accounts for the chief kinds , giving us very brief 
Catalogues of the very befl forts of Cherries , jipricccks , Blums, 
Beaches , Pavyes, apples, and Pears: For which 1 aft he is largelt 
in advifing the choice for every Moneth, w hich to be eaten 
raw, and which to be baked. 

}J n 


The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to 

Philosophical Transactions (1665-1678). 

www.jstor.org 







( 374 ) 

He direftsthe choice of foyl for Orchards of delicate fruit, 
the preparation of foyl, and Compoft for all kinds .* Whac 
forts are fitteft to be mixed; what forts to be continued in 
rows, or in Orchards, of one only kind 3 at what diftance each 
kind to be planted ; whacafpedt beft ; what winds moft to be 
avoided; excellent curiofities for the moft advantagious Tranf- 
plantations 3 for Nurferies ; when and how to be grafted ; 
and how all thefe to be cultivated at all feafons; Remedies or 
Preventions againftJnfedls, and other hurtful Creatures, and 
fundry accidents incident to thefe Plantations , and their 
fruit. 

And it feems 'as our Author notes to the Reader,) his fnftru- 
diions are confirmed by Experience in our Englifb foyl. We 
had many noble and roya, Gardens of the moft delicat fruit be¬ 
fore ; but here, the Gardiners rtfcrved and beft approv'd Arts 
are publiftft for the move general fatisfaftion of thofe generous 
Engbffi who are willing to beltow the beft Ornaments upon 
their native Countrey, And certainly if we were induftri- 
oufly addicted to feek abroad for curious Gardiners, and skil¬ 
ful VinedreftertjWhere the beft may be had, as we are for lefts pro¬ 
fitable and commendable offices; we might hope, in a ffiort time, 
to be as famous far fair Gardens and rich Enclcfures, as we are at 
this time for weil-ftored parks,fttirManfions,and numbers ofbeau- 
tifull Villas, all over England. To this purpofe our Author en¬ 
courages us to take care and pains to raife for cur felves, 
and on our own ground, the beft Commodities, which our 
Neighbours can fhew, as far as our Climate by Art and Indu- 
ftry may be enforced to bear them 3 and our felves decline thofe 
effeminacies, and other vices, w’hich we are apt enough ro cen- 
fure in others ; and which in the opinion of the wifer fort of 
men (faith he) are not confiftent either with the conftitution, or 
indeed with the honour of this Nation. 


A Lift 



